THE PASSING OF THE Roi SOLEIL
painted no obscene pictures and a few days before his death
burnt several sketches of which he was doubtfuL In him the
artist and the Christian were at one. In Ris death agony, when
the cure de Nogent held up a badly carved crucifix before his
eyes, he found strength to cry out: Take away that crucifix, it
moves me to pity; is it possible that they have treated my
Master so badly?' His art was an escape from the realities
of the early part of the century, the dream of a summer
night; his gaiety concealed a haunting sadness, his lum-
inous skies were always of the sunset, the sunset of the Roi
SoleiL

How different from the lovers in Watteau's languorous
world are the men and women of the Regency! It is only fair
to the much maligned Louis XV for the historian to preface
the reign by stating the evil which Law's banking system
caused to the balance of classes in society, a balance so essen-
tial for stability. Two months after Louis XIV's death, on
October 24^1,1715, the system of Law was first placed before
the Council. It was in reality the modern idea of banking with
paper money instead of gold, and people realized that these
magic notes would save the expenses, troubles and insecuri-
ties which had attended the.transport of gold in the past. The
colonial commerce of the Mississippi was to be exploited by
the money of the investors. Doubtless all would have been
well had not the investors of all classes of society been seized
simultaneously by a childish desire to "get rich quick', and
started claiming their money all at the same time. The prince
de Conti alone sent three carts to the bank for gold in return
for his paper. Soon the Sank was empty. The valets and riff-
raff who had got there first became immensely wealthy and the
grands seigneurs, many of whom had been too late, were
ruined and had to put their houses up for auction. Amazing
scenes followed, some tragic, others not devoid of a certain
humour which the Parisian would be quick to seize upon. In